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DWELLING UNIT COMMENCEMENTS
Reported by Approving Authorities
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February 1995

MAIN FEATURES

The number of houses commenced in February 1995 increased by 16.9 per cent when compared with January 1935
and decreased by 21.4 per cent when compared with February 1994.

The number of total dwelling units commenced in February 1995 increased by 6.9 per cent when compared with
January 1995 and decreased by 26.3 per cent when compared with February 1994,

Comparisons with previous periods are:

Total
Period Houses % change dwelling units % change
February 1994 1,652 2,108
February 1995 1,220 214 1,554 -26.3
January 1995 1,044 1,454
February 1995 1,220 16.9 1,554 6.9

NOTES

This publication contains monthly details of the number of new dwellings reported by approving authorities as having
commenced in each statistical local area.

Explanatory notes are included at the back of this publication.

P.C. Kelly
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician



INQUIRIES

publication and the availability of refated unpublished statistics.

For information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the
publication,

Contact Mr David Brown on (39) 360 5129 for further information about statistics in this
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TABLE 1 — NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNETS COMMENCED BY OWNERSHIP
AND TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING

Private sector Public sector Tota!
Other Other Other
residential residential residential
Period Houses buildings Total Houses buildings Total Houses buildings Total
PERTH STATISTICAL DIVISION

1991-92 8.665 2,067 10,732 186 1,233 1,419 8,351 3,300 12,154
1992.43 10,287 3,258 13,545 273 1,470 1,743 10,560 4,728 15,288
1993-94 12,078 4212 16,290 296 1,014 1,310 12,374 5,226 17,600
FoR3-94—

July-February 7,946 2,763 10,709 168 524 692 8,114 3,287 11,401
1984-95—

July-February 7,872 3,162 11,034 151 331 482 8,023 3,493 11,516
1993—

December 940 362 1,302 82 ) 167 1,022 447 1,469
Fo0s—

January 811 ¥ 1.183 11 36 67 822 430 1,252

February 1,188 415 1,603 10 21 31 1,198 436 1,634

March 1073 335 1.408 4 106 110 1,077 441 1,518

April 913 3R6 1,299 6 Ho ilé 219 496 1,415

May 1,123 318 1,441 32 94 126 1,155 412 1,567

June 1,023 410 1,433 g6 180 266 1,108 590 1,699

Tuly 1,000 580 1,589 54 106 160 1,063 686 1,74%

August 1,244 462 1,706 7 32 319 1,251 494 1,745

Septernber 1,124 366 1,490 12 24 36 1,136 390 1,526

Oclober 1,012 407 1,419 7 56 63 1,019 463 1,482

November 1.062 394 1,456 21 20 41 1,083 414 1,497

Decemnber 837 345 1,182 2 61 63 839 406 1,245
19¢5—

January 711 347 1,058 16 22 38 727 369 1,096

February 873 261 1,134 32 i0 42 903 27 1,176

WESTERN AUSTRALITA

1991-92 11,779 2,601 14,380 338 1,430 1,768 12,117 4,031 16,148
199293 14,220 3,816 18,036 429 1,819 2,248 14,649 5,635 20284
1993-94 16,584 5,164 21,748 448 1,280 1,728 17,032 6,444 23476
1993-94 -

July-February 10,944 3,405 14,349 240 650 850 11,184 4,055 15,239
1994.95—.

July-Fehruary 10,859 3718 14,577 220 472 692 11,079 4,190 15,269
1993 —

December 1,288 435 1,723 94 117 211 1,382 552 1,934
19094—

January 1,127 443 1,570 15 69 84 1,142 512 1,654

February 1,535 531 2,066 17 25 42 1,552 556 2,108

March 1,491 42] 1.912 18 118 136 1,509 539 2,048

Apnil 1,223 475 1,698 32 162 194 1,255 637 1,892

May 1,493 363 1,862 42 128 170 1,541 491 2,032

June 1,427 500 1,927 116 222 338 1,543 722 2265

July 1,443 659 2,102 63 146 209 1,506 BOS 2,311

August 1,596 561 2,157 22 58 80 1,618 619 2,237

September 1,534 450 1,984 22 36 58 {,5586 486 2,042

October 1,439 475 1.914 12 58 70 1,451 533 {984

November 1,486 464 1,950 23 34 57 1,508 408 2,067

December 1,155 411 1,566 20 94 114 1,175 508 1,680
1995

January 1,019 374 1,393 25 36 6l 1,044 410 1,454

February 1,187 324 1,511 33 10 43 1.220 334 1,554
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TABLE 4 —PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSES: APPROVALS BY MONTH COMMENCED

Period between approval and

Month of Approval - 1993

commencement (monihs) Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct, Nov, Dec.
NUMBER COMMENCED

Same month 158 165 259 184 245 156 270 2719 292 260 276 226

| 340 518 575 563 569 639 585 563 633 590 574 475

2 265 210 33G 275 253 335 326 355 359 277 328 440

3 48 86 106 76 118 128 158 109 91 139 247 185

4 21 27 28 20 38 38 43 50 38 77 56 54

5 19 12 16 12 23 20 25 15 42 47 3 18

[ k) 5 ] 8 13 17 [ 12 15 17 5 14

7 5 5 8 7 8 7 10 10 15 5 7 13

8 3 4 4 6 4 5 15 3 5 4 3 3

9 2 4 4 1 5 7 ] 4 3 2 2 17

i 2 — 4 4 3 2 2 3 3 3 5 25

11 i ] 3 8 2 — — 1 | 5 11 1

12 or more 3 | 2 4 ? 3 3 3 7 12 4 9

Totai commenced B70 1,038 1,357 1,168 1,285 1.457 1,444 1,407 1,504 1.438 1,559 1,480
Not yet commenced — — — — — — — — — — — :

Cancelled approvals {a) 90 a3 102 72 88 104 128 o0 85 79 71 73

Lanpsed approvals (B) 18 24 30 21 15 32 23 k3 37 29 47 32

Total approvals 978 1,155 1,489 1,261 1,392 1,593 1,595 1,537 1,626 1,546 1.677 1,585

PROPORTION COMMENCED (per cent)

Same month 16.2 14.3 17.4 14.6 i7.6 16.1 169 18.2 18.0 16.8 16.5 14.3

| 348 44 8 386 446 4009 44.1 367 366 389 382 342 300

2 271 18.2 222 218 182 21.0 204 23.1 221 17.9 9.6 278

3 4.9 7.4 7.1 60 83 30 0.9 71 5.6 9.0 14.7 11.7

4 2.1 2.3 1.9 1.6 27 24 27 33 23 5.0 i9 34

5 19 1.0 1.1 1.0 1.7 1.3 1.6 1.0 26 BN 1.8 1.1

6 0.3 04 0.5 0.6 0.9 1.1 0.4 08 {9 1.1 0.3 09

7 0.5 04 05 06 06 0.4 0.6 0.7 09 03 04 03

3 03 03 03 6.5 03 0.3 0.9 02 03 03 02 02

9 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.4 04 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.1 a. il

10 0.2 - 03 03 0.2 0.1 IN| 02 02 0.2 03 I.6

11 ] 0.1 02 0.6 ol — 0.1 1 0.3 0.7 0.1

12 or more 0.3 0.1 0.8 03 0.5 0.2 0.2 02 ¢4 0.8 02 0.6

Total commenced 83.0 899 91.1 9246 923 91.5 90.5 g1.5 92.5 93 030 934

Not yet commenced - — — — - — — — — — —

Cancelied approvals {a) 92 8.1 6.9 57 6.3 6.5 8.0 6.4 52 5.1 42 4.6

Lapsed approvals (b} 1.8 2.1 20 1.7 1.4 2.0 1.4 20 23 1.9 2.8 20

Total approvals 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 160.0 100 1000

{aj Cancelied approvals ate those which have been notified by the approving authority as cancelled. Cancellations can occur for a variety of reasons and may not always indicate
nen commencement of building activity. e.g. after an approval is granted. plans may be resubmitted and another approval recorded. These figures should be used with caution,
(0) Lapsed approvals are those which have not commenced within thirteen months of the month approved.



TABLE 4 — PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSES: APPROVALS BY MONTH COMMENCED - —continued

Period between approval and

Month of Approval - 1994

commencement (months) Jan. Fet, Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sepr. Oet, Nov. Dec.
NUMBER COMMENCED
Same momnth 112 244 250 166 297 172 163 273 244 185 243 154
1 443 601 580 604 665 678 587 638 603 542 453 388
2 271 289 396 329 392 482 332 345 386 275 314 301
3 58 11 16 112 156 158 89 128 113 102 127
4 48 47 43 56 38 57 37 38 42 32
5 19 20 23 29 42 34 29 26 11
6 10 6 17 24 29 24 12 7
7 2 15 24 12 21 9 7
8 10 10 58 11 10 5
9 14 7 13 2 4
10 4 6 2 ]
11 6 2 3
12 or more 6 3
Total commenced 1,003 1,361 1,569 1,346 |.674 1.619 1,256 1,455 1,399 1,136 1,137 843
Nat yet commenced — — 72 62 99 102 121 i4l 205 237 328 430
Cancelled approvats (a} 65 82 g3 65 55 58 30 46 51 34 33 17
Lapsed approvals {b) 23 62 . " . .
Total approvals 1,0M 1,508 1,724 1,473 1,828 1,779 1,407 1,642 1,655 1,407 1,498 1,190
FROPORTION COMMENCED (per cent)
Same month 0.3 16.2 145 1.3 16.2 9.7 1.6 16.6 14.7 13,1 16,2 1.9
1 40.6 %9 3386 41.0 364 381 41.7 38.9 36.4 388 302 30.1
2 248 9.2 230 223 214 27.1 236 21.0 233 19.5 21.0 233
3 5.3 74 93 7.6 85 2.9 6.3 7.8 6.8 7.2 8.5
4 44 kR 25 33 3.2 32 26 23 25 23
5 1.7 1.3 1.3 20 23 1.9 2.1 1.6 0.7
6 0.9 04 1.0 1.6 1.6 1.3 0.9 0.4
7 02 1.0 1.4 0.8 1.1 0.5 0.5
8 0.9 07 34 0.7 0.5 0.3
9 1.3 0.5 08 0.1 0.2
10 0.4 04 0.1 0.1
11 0.5 1 0.2
12 or more 0.5 0.2
Total commenced 919 20.4 g1.0 914 91.6 91.0 893 88.6 B4.5 80.7 5.9 65.3
Not yet commenced — — 42 42 54 5.7 86 8.6 124 16,8 21.9 333
Cancelled approvals (a) 6.0 54 48 44 30 33 2.1 2.8 31 24 22 1.3
Lapsed approvals (b) 2.1 4.1 . . - “ "
Taotal approvals 100.0 100.¢ 100.0 100.0 1460.0 100.0 100.0 100.6 100.0 100.0 100.0 160.0

(2) Cancelled approvals are those which have been notified by the approving authority as cancelled. Cancellations can occur for a variety of reasons and may not always indicate
non commencement of building activity, e.ir. after an approval is granted, plans may be resubmitted and another approval recorded. These figures should be used with caution.
(b} Lapsed approvals are those which have not commenced within thirteen months of the month approved.
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TABLE 4 — PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSES: APPROVALS BY MONTH COMMENCED —continued

Month of Approval - 1993
Period between approval and

commencement (MoRMhs) Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept, Oct. Nov. Dec.
NUMBER COMMENCED
Same month 103 L5
| 373
2
3
4
5
6
7
3
9
(n
11
12 or more
Total commenced 476 15
Not yet commenced 589 1,127
Cancelled approvals (a) 4 —
Lapsed approvals {b)
Total approvals 1,069 1,142
PROPORTION COMMENCED {per cent)
Same month 96 1.3
1 34.9
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
i1
12 or more
Total commenced 44.5 1.3
Not yet commenced 55.1 98.7
Cancelled approvais (a) 0.4 :

Lapsed approvals {b)

Total approvals 100.0 1000

(a) Cancelled approvals are those which have heen notified by the approving authority as cancelled. Cancellations can occur for a variety ol reasons and may not always indicate
non commencenent of building activity. e.g. after an approval is granted, plans may be resubmitted and another approval recorded. These figures should be used with caution.
{b) Lapsed approvals are those which have not commenced within thirteen months of the month approved.
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INDEX LIST OF STATISTICAL LOCAL AREAS

At February 28, 1995

Statistical division

Statistical Division

Stanistical local areaia) In which situated Statistical focal area {a) in which situared
ALBANY (I) Lower Great Southern MANDURAH (C) South-West
Alhany (8) Lower Great Southern Manjimup (S) South-West
ARMADALE {C) Petth Meekatharra (S) Central
Ashburten (8) Pilbara MELVIIE (C) Perth
Augusta-Margaret River {8} South-West Menzies (5) South-Eastern
Merredin {8} Midiands
BASSENDEAN (1} Perth Mingenew (5) Central
BAYSWA'TER (C) Perth Moora (5) Midlands
BELMONT {C) Perth Morawa {S) Central
Reverley (S) Midlands MOSMAN PARK (T) Perth
Boddingtan (5) South-West Moum Magner (S} Ceniral
Boyup Brook (%) South-West Mount Marshall($) Midlands
Bridgetown-Greenbushes (5) South-Wes| Mukinbudin (5) Midlands
Brookton (8) Upper Great Southern Muiiew;l (S) Central
Rroome (5) Kimberley Mundaring (8S) Perih
Broomehill (8) Lower Great Southern Murchison (8) Central
Brucg Rock (8) Midlands Murray (8) South-West
BUNBURY (C) South-West
Busselton (8) South-West Nannup (8) South-West
Narembeen (S) Midlands
Cambridge (T) Perth NARROGIN (T) Upper Great Southern
CANNINGIC) Perth Narropin {8} Upper Great Southern
Capel (S) Svuth-Weal ){ED{ANDS () Perth
Carnamah {8} Central Ngaanyatjarraku (S) Central
Carnarvon (5} Central NORTHAM(T) Midlands
Chapman Valley (S) Central Northam (§) Midlands
Chittering (8) Mid lands Notth ampton (5) Central
CLAREMONT (T) Perth Nungarin (S) Midlands
COCEBURN () Perih -
Collie (5) South-West Peppermint Grove (S} Perth
Coolgardie {8) South-Easiern Perenjori () Cenural
Coorow (8} Central PERTH (C) - Inner Perth
Corrigin (5) Upper (ireat Southern PERTH (C) -Remainder Perth
COTTESLOE (T} Perth Pingeily (S) Upper Great Southern
Cranbrook (3} Lower (Great Southern Plantagenet (5} Lower Great Southern
Cutalling (5) Upper Great Southern POR1 HEDLAND (T) Filbara
Cue (8) Cenlral
Cunderdin (5) Midlands Quairading (S) Midiands
Daiwalinu(8) Midlands Ravensthorpe (5} South-Eastern
Tandzragan {S) Midlands ROGCKINGHAM (C) Perth
Sardanup () _ South-West Rochourne (8) Pilbara
Denmark (S) | Lower (irea;x.‘im;thfm
Dlerby-West Kimberley (8) simberley Sandstone {S) Central
Donnybrook-Balingup (5) South-West Serpentine-Jarahdale (S) Perth
Dowerin (8) . . Midlands Shark Bay (5) Central
Dumbleyung (5} tipper Great Southern SCUTH PERTH (C) Perth
Dundas {8) South-Easlemn STIRLING ()} - Central Perth
. STIRLING {C) - West Perth
EAST FREMANTLE (') Perth STIRLING (C) - South-Eastern Perth
Eaat Pilbara {8} Pilbara SURIACQ(C) Perth
Esperance (5) South-Eastern Swan (8) Perth
Exmaouth (8) CUentral
) Tarmbellup (S) Lower Great Southern
IREMANTLE (C) - Inner Perih Tammin (S) Midlands
FREMANTLE (C} - Remainder Perth Threc Springs (S} Central
Toodyay (S) Midlands
GERALTON () Central Trayning (8) Midlands
Ciingin(S) Midlands
Cmowangerup {5) Lewer Great Southern Upper Gaseoyne (S) Central
Goomalling {S) Midlands
GOSNELLS (C) Perth Victoria Park (T) Perth
Graenough (5) Cemiral Victoria Pleins {(S) Midiands
Vincent {T) Perth
Halls Creek (S) Kimberley
Harvey (5) South-West Wagin (S) Upper Great Southern
Wandering (S) Upper Great Southern
Irwin {8) Central WANNEROO (C) Perth
Waroona {S) South-Weat
Jerramungup (8) Lower (reat Southern West Arthur (8) Upper Great Southern
Westonis (S} Midlands
Kalamunda (S) Perth Wickepin {3) Upper Great Southern
KALGOORLIE-BOULDER (C) South-Eastern Williams (3) Upper Great Southern
Katanning {5} Lower Great Southern Wiluna (8) Central
Kellerberrin () Midlands Wongan-Ballidu (5) Midlands
Kent {5} Lower Great Southern Weodanilling (S) Lawer Great Southern
Kojonup (5) Tower Cireal Southern Wyalkatchem {(8) Midiands
Kondinin ($) Upper Cireat Snuthern Wyndham-Tast Kimberley (S) Kimberley
Koorda {8} Midlands
Kulin {8) Upper Cireal Snuthern Yalgoo (S) Central
KWINANA (T) Perth Yilgam (8) Midlands
York (S) Midlands
{.ake Grace (8) Upper Great Southem
Laverton {8} South-Eastern

[.ponora (8}

South-Easieen

{a) Civy councils are marked {C), Town councils { Ty and Shire councils {8)
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Comparability of statistics

Because of the difference in data sources. collection
methodologics and timing of notification of commence-
ments, care should be exercised in comparing quaricrly
data derived from monthly dwelling umit commencements
statistics with the quanterly dwelling unit commencements
statistics from the Building Activity Survey.

Scope and coverage

The statistics are compiled from monthly reports.
provided by local and other government authorities. of
commencements of new houses and new other residential
buildings for which :

(a) building permits were issued by local govern-
ment authorities in arcas subject to building
control by those authoritics, or

(b) contracts were let or day labour work was
authorised by Commonwealth, State. Semi-
government and local government authorities.
or

{c) approvals were issued by the Rural Housing
Authority in areas not subject lo building
control by local government authorities.

Major residential building commencements in arcas not
subject to the normal administrative approval processes
(c.g. buildings on remote ming sites) are also included.
The number of dwelling units created by alicrations and
additions to existing buildings, and through the construc-
tion of new 'non residential buildings'’. is not included.

Definitions

A dwelling unit is defined as a sclf-contained suite of
rooms. including cooking and bathing facilitics and
intended for fong ferm residential usc. Units (whether
self-contained or not) within buildings offering institu-
tional care such as hospitals or temporary accommodation
such as motels, hostels and holiday apartments. are not
defined as dwelling units.

A residential building is defined as a building predomi-
nantly consisting of one or more dwelling units. Residen-
tial buildings can be either houses or other residential
buildings as follows .

(a) a house is defined as a detached building
predominantly used for long tcrm residential
purposcs and consisting of only one dwelling
unit. Thus detached "granny flats’ and dctached
dwelling units (such as caretakers’ residences)
associated with non residential buildings are
defined as houses for the purposc of these
statistics.

(b) an other residential building is defined as a
building which is predominantly used for long
term residential purposes and which contains
(or has attached to it} more than one dwelling
unit (c.g. includes townhouses, duplexes, apari-
ment buildings, ctc.).

Commencements, For the purposes of this statistical
series, a residential building is regarded as being
commenced on the dalc when:

(a} the building work is first inspected by a local
government or other government authority
building inspector or surveyor, whether the
work is passed or not. In gencral. the first
inspection is undertaken at the loundations or
footings stage of construction: or

(b) the building work 1s determined as commenced
by a building inspector or surveyor.

Ownership. The ownership of a building is classified as
either public sector or private sector according to the
sector of the intended owner of the completed building as
evident at the time of approval. Rcsidential buildings
being constructed by private sector builders under govern-
ment housing authority schemes whereby the authornity
has contracted. or intends to contiracl. 10 purchasc (he
buildings on or beforc completion, are classified as public
sector.

Australian Standard Geographical Classification

Arca slatistics are classificd according to the Australian
Standard Geographical Classification. Figures previously
published for local government areas and statistical divi-
sions are directly comparable with this classification
except for the citics of Perth, Fremantle and Stirling
which are obtained by aggregating the component statisti-
cal locai areas.

An index list of statistical local areas is shown on page
20. In this publication City councils are marked (C).
Town councils (T) and Shire councils (S).

Perth City Council Re-structure

From July 1994, Perth City Council has been split.
Although there are still five SLA's, only two retain the
same boundaries. The new Town of Victoria Park
(renamed on 2 November 1994) comprises the whole of
the SLA previously known as Perth(C) South. The City of
Perth is now comprised of two SLAs: Perth(C} Inner and
Perth(C) Remainder. Perth(C) Inn¢r boundaries have not
changed. Perth{C) Remaindcr comprises the majority of
Perth(C) Outer. The new Town of Vincent comprises the
major part of Perth(C) North and a small pari of Perth(C}
Outer. The new Town of Cambridge comprises the
remainder of Perth(C) North as well as all of Perth(C)
Wembley-Coastal. For maps showing (he new SLA
boundaries. please contact the relevant councils,

Unpublished data and related publications

The ABS can also make available ccrtain dwelling unit
commencement data which are not published. These data
include dctails of materials used. sizc and approval value
of dwelling units commenced in statistical local areas.

Where it is not practicable to provide the required
information by telephone, data can be provided in the
following forms: photocopy, computer printout and cleri-
cally extracted tabulation. A charge may bc made for
providing unpublished information in these forms.




Users may also wish to refer to the following rclated
publications which arc available on request:

WESTERN AUSTRALIA Catalogue No.

Building Approvals {monthly) 87318
Building Approvals - Private Sector,

Perth Statistical Division (monthly) R732.5
Building Activity {quarterly) R752.5
AUSTRALIA Catalogue No.
Housing Finance for Owner Occupation,

Australia (monthly) 5609.0
Building Approvals (monthly) 8731.0
Building Activity (quarterly) 8752.0
Engineering Construction Survey (quarterly) 8762.0
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All publications produced by the ABS are listed in the
Catalogue of Publications (1101.0) which is available
from any ABS Office.

Symbols and other usages
The following symbols, where shown in columns of
figures or elsewhere in tables. mean:

r figure or scries revised since previous issue
n.a. not available
.. not applicable
— nil
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For more information...

The ABS publishes a wide range of information on Australia's economic and social conditions. Details are available in the Catalogue of
Publications and Products is available from any of our Offices (ses below for contact details).

, ~ Information Consultancy
Information tailored to special needs of clients or in-depth data investigations are provided by the ABS Information Consultancy Services in
each of our Offices {available via the cortacts below).

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

[Steadycom P/L premium rate 25¢:21 4 secs.)
This number gives 24 hours access, 365 days a year for a range of statisies.

Electronic Data Services

A growing range of our data is available on electronic media. Our Telestats service defivers major economic publications ready to download
into your computer on the day of release. Our Ausstats service enables on-line acoess to a data base of thousands of up-to-date time series.
Selected datasets are also available on diskette or CD-rom. For more details on our electronic services, contact information Services in any
of our Offices on the numbers below.

Bookshops and Subscriptions
There are now over 500 titles available from the ABS Bookshops in each of our Offices. The ABS also provides a subscription mailing
service through which nominated publications are provided by mail at no additional cost. {Telephone Publications Subscription Service toll
free on D08 02 0608 Ausiralia wide).

Sales and Inquiries

Regional Offices Information Enguirtes Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY 102} 268 4611 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03} 65157000 6157829
BRISBANE  {0O7) 2226531 2226350
PERTH 109) 36805140 3805140
ADELAIDE  (08) 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART 1002) 20 5800 20 5800
CANBERRA ({08} 207 0326 207 0326
DARWIN 1089) 432111 432111

National Cifice
ACT (6 252 8007 008 020608

Information Services, Exchange Plaza,
2 The Esplanade, Perth WA 6000.
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